
“Wow! Thank you so very,  
very much for the generous  

grant I received this year.  
This help towards paying my  

student loan is significant!  
I appreciate your vision and  

leadership on behalf of those  
with student loan debt.” 

 

~ EaND Synod Endowment                     

Fund recipient, pastor 

 

“Giving to the  

Eastern North Dakota  

Synod Endowment Fund  

is a great way to make  

a financial gift which  

will help ensure strong  

leaders for the church of  

today and into the future.” 

~ Bishop Terry Brandt 
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How can I support this                

ministry? 

____ A CHECK is attached for my tax- 
 deductible gift (payable to EaND Synod                        
 Endowment Fund). 

 ____ $250 ____ $500 ____ $1,000 

 ____ $100 ____ $50 ____ $5,000 

 ____ Other (specify: ________________ ) 
 

____ CALL ME to discuss gifts of appreciated 
 stock, real estate, or other non-cash assets. 
 

____ I would like to discuss a LIFETIME 
 PLANNED GIFT or bequest. 
 

____ I am interested in making a  
 MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE as follows: 

 2015 $ ______________ 

 2016    $ ______________ 

 2017  $ ______________ 

 2018  $ ______________ 
 

____ GIFTS by BUSINESSES (corporations,           
 partnerships, LLCs, etc.) and by                           
 INDIVIDUALS (if $5,000 or more/year)                     
 to our recently-established supplemental                      
 endowment fund qualify for a 40% ND 
 tax credit (direct reduction in tax).  

 I would like to discuss how I can take   
 advantage of this incentive. 

Recipients of the  

endowment fund 

Say thanks 

 

 “Thank you ...Your generosity allows 
me to continue this call — a journey 
that I am so blessed to be on!” 

~ EaND Synod Endowment                               
Fund recipient, pastor 

 

 “What a gift! Thank you! Each year I 
am amazed by the generosity. It truly 
does make a difference in helping me 
pay off my seminary loan… the Synod                  
Endowment Fund is an asset to the  
synod and will continue to bless the 
lives and ministries of many in the   
synod and beyond, for years to come.” 

~ EaND Synod Endowment                               
Fund recipient, pastor 

 

 “Thank you so much for the tuition    
assistance this year. I was getting 
ready to pay my bill and saw that you 
had made a generous donation toward 
my seminary education. I am so              
grateful and honored to have your                 
support financially and in prayer…” 

~ EaND Synod Endowment                               
Fund recipient, seminarian 

 

 “...Your financial support will help my 
final year of study go well so I can               
focus on God’s call in my life.” 

~ EaND Synod Endowment                               
Fund recipient, seminarian 

 
 

Please return to: 
  

 Eastern North Dakota Synod, ELCA 

 PO Box 2019 

 Fargo, ND  58107-2019 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  

State/Zip:  

Phone:  

Email:  



Eastern                

north Dakota synod 

endowment fund 

The Synod Endowment Fund 
to sustain rural ministry and enhance  quality 
pastoral leadership was established by the EaND 
Synod Council in 2000.  The fund is intended to 
maintain viable ministries and               sustain 
congregations in rural eastern North Dakota for 
years to come.  This can be                               
accomplished by enhancing the overall                       
compensation of rostered leaders serving in rural 
areas, particularly those encumbered by 
substantial student loan debt. 

Ministries served by the fund 

1. Scholarship Aid for Seminarians 
2. Student Loan Repayment Aid 

Program 
3. Pension Equity Program 
4. Rural Internship Assistance 
5. Leadership Development 

 

Governance and goals  

 

The Endowment Steering Committee is             

composed of members from the Synod                   

Council, Planned Giving Partnership,  

synod staff, pastors and lay leaders.  
 

The committee includes:   

 

Mr. Dick Hall, Jamestown, Chairperson 

Ms. Jakelle Cornell, Fargo, Synod Staff 

Rev. Michael Jacobson, Cooperstown 

Mr. Craig Johnson, Fargo 

Ms. Phyllis Johnson, Grand Forks, Synod Vice President 

Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse, Valley City  

Mr. Darin Ohe, Grand Forks 

Mr. John Olson, Devils Lake 

Dr. Mark Sanford, Grand Forks 

Rev. Julie Tillberg, Mayville 

Early progress 

Shortly after the fund’s inception in 2000, a      
generous lead gift provided the impetus from 
which the Endowment Fund is now growing.  
Through several larger individual gifts and                
proceeds of annual Synod Endowment Sunday 
offerings, the fund has grown to over $3.3                 
million by March 31, 2015.  This generous 
support has resulted in payouts of about $1.3 
million to pastors and seminarians by mid 2015. 

Endowment Sunday support 

The last Sunday in September of each year has 
been designated as Synod Endowment Sunday in 
all Eastern North Dakota Synod congregations.  
These special Endowment Sundays were                 
endorsed through synod assembly action.                
Individuals and congregations are encouraged to 
make gifts through these special offerings. 

What can you do to help? 

 Ask your pastor or rostered leader to “get 
familiar” with this effort, and to promote it. 

 Pray—and participate as you are able. 

 Thank God for faithful congregations 
and rostered leaders, and join this effort to 
sustain and enhance the work for the Gospel 
for years to come. 

 Consider this an opportunity to make a               
personal gift for ministry in EaND—a gift 
that will pay dividends for years. 

 Encourage your congregation’s            
endowment fund or foundation to support the 
EaND Synod Endowment Fund. 

 

 

The eastern north Dakota 

synod endowment fund  

continues to grow through 

your gifts 

After having surpassed an the intermediate 
goal of $3 million, we will be able to make 
annual grant disbursements of approximately: 

Seminary Scholarship  $ 40,000                                          
Student Loan Aid         50,000 
Pension Equity      10,000 
Rural Internships         10,000 
Leadership Development    10,000 
  

 Total    $120,000 

 

Questions and comments 

Jakelle Cornell, Associate with the Bishop 
for Administration and Development, is 
available to discuss tax-wise gifts to this 
fund. 

You may contact her at: 

 Eastern North Dakota Synod 
 PO Box 2019 
 Fargo, ND  58107-2019 
  

        E-mail:  jakelle@eandsynod.org  
 

        Synod Office:  701.232.3381  
 
 
Bequests, gift annuities, charitable trusts and 
beneficiary designations may be directed to 
the Eastern North Dakota Synod              
Endowment Fund 

To sustain rural ministry 
and enhance quality  
pastoral leadership 


